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Io the Honourable 


WILLIAM CARR, EN 
One of the Commiſſioners of 


His Majeſty's Exciſe, Oc. 


IXS our beſt and nobleſt Services to our God, our 
King, and our Country, are certainly the mot 
Important Duty of Mankind ; In this degenerate 
Ange, where both our Altars, our Sovereignty 


and our Conſtitution, are ſo inſolently artack'd, by a Se: 
ef thoſe malevolent Spirits amongſt u, (fas & nefas) with 


Sophiftry, Calumnies, and Forgeryes, more than apy fair 


| Keaſon or Argument, for the ſupport of their virulent Cauſe 
| (ſo weak when throughly examin'd does their whole Founda- 
tion ſtand). As theſe Boutefeus have no leſs an Aim, 


than unhinging the whole Government, and ſetting the Ring- 
dom in a Flame; it is not only the Duty of every loyal Sub- 


| jeft and good Chriſtian to lend a helping Hand towards the 
| ſtopping od C onflagration, but likewiſe, 1 Pol ible, by a jet 


earlier Aid, to defeat and prevent the Incendiaries. 


A, I have never been wanting in my Duty, as a Seruam 
at the Altars of God, to exert my ſelf, in my beſt — 


From the Pulpit, in Defence of the Proteſtant Line of Succeſ= 
ſion, and the Vindication of the Eftabliſh'd Government: 
But finding the reſtleſs Enemies of Both ſtill forming nem 
Projects, and blowing up new Coals, to diſturb the Publick 


Tran- 


eb 9 * — (2 ; F 
| * Tranquility ; our srcreaſing Dangers from them, have puſh'd 
mate ſo much the hardier Undertaking of this more publick 
3 ion to them. - = 


s Diſcourſe was firſt a Letter, tho now more enlarg'd, 
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more improv d, on the Subject, to a Townſman of Ne w- 
caſtle; who, amongſt other things, told me, That the Charge 
e Schiſm in the Church of England, had raid, and 1 

would increaſe new Scruples, and Diſturbances ;, and that he 
' believ'd there were a great many Perſons in Newcaſtle, who 
had been ſo wrought upon by that deluſtue Inſinuation, as to 
doubt their Children were not rightly baptiz'd. 
Now, Worthy Sir, as I ought to aſſume a Boldeſs, in 
every boneſt and truly Chriſtian Undertaking \, nevertheleſs, 
it gives me no little Bluſh, when I take the Confidence to affix — | 
fo Honourable a Name for a Patron to it. And indeed, I 
can make no other Apology for this Preſumption, than that | 
having the Honour to be acquainted with you, but more wth | 
your eminent Virtues, as being ſo hearty a Zealot for His 
MAJESTY, as to have both merited and received the 
Royal Favours, Nay, and to view you in our own yet 
nearer Sphere, a Perſon ſo long and ſo highly deſerving from 
the Corporation of Newcaſtle as ſo often, their Worthyeſt Se- 
natory Choice; Your Zeal for whoſe Service has been ever ſo 
conſpicuous, it ſuffices to diſplay the PATRIOT in one 
ſingle Inſtance, viz. In your poſting down amongſt us in 
Company of 4 Noble Earl, in the Eruption of the late unna- 
tural Rebellion; and in ſo happy 4 Cxiſis, as by your joint 
2 Influence to ſhut our Gates Qainſt the Entry of Re- 
bellion ev'n into our own Newcaſtle-Walls, ſo Signal, ſo Shin- 
ing, and ſo Seaſonable a Service to the whole Kingdom, as 
deſerves a much better and more correct Chronicle. 
'Twas from all theſe Attractions, that I have dar d in this 
public manner to ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Honoured Sir, 


Tour moſt humble and devoted Servant, 


GILBERT NELSON, 


1 5 U 


the Proteſtant Succeſſion. 
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King Geoges Right, Alſnted, s 


TT Aviog diſcourſed wich a Neighbour up- 
on the Subject of Government, I have 
ſer down my firſt Thoughts, and ſome. 
what improv'd them. I wiſh it may be to the 


Publick Advantage, as much as is neceſlary at 
this Seaſon. I deſire to ſerve my Country, 


and have yielded to her Importunity. She is 


wounded by her Enemies, much more by her 


own Children; God hath defended her, he hath 


favour'd our Cauſe, and added unto us many 


great Bleſſings, with one that ſecures all the reſt, 


But there are ſome amongſt us, who wou'd not 


have us to enjoy thoſe Bleſſings, nor give thanks 
to God for them. One would think there was 
no difficulty, and nothing wanting as to this 
Affair, but due acknowledgment of the Divine 
Benignity. But Contradiction is ſtrangely riſen 
to fach height, that our Ad verſaries are not 
now content, to jumble good Churchmen and 
Diſſenters, under the Scandalous Name of 
Whig, but they condemn us of Schiſm and He- 


reſy; that is to ſay, it is Schiſm to pray for 
"TM £ 5 the 4 
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de King, who is Defender of the Faith, and 


- Hereſy to preſerve Orthodox Religion. If this 
=” Paradox were true, it wou'd flatly contradia 
Solomon Words, That there s no new thing 
under the Sun, ſor this wou'd be a new thing, 
" and tho' it be not true, it is a new Invention. 
ue Papiſts themſelves never thought ont be- 
fore, altho' they have had a greater occaſion for 
it, but it is very like one of their Devices, to 


Divide sx. 


Now thoſe our Domeſtick Enemies, pretend 
to be lovers of 0d England, I doubt, not Pri- 
_ evitive Chriſtianity, but Old Popery and Slavery, 
I ſhall not pretend to convince Papiſts, or thoſe 


who could ſo eaſily be reconciled to them, ſee- 


ing they had rather hear Ave Maries, and Wor- : 
Hip Saints, than come to our Churches; But 1 


ſhall endeavour to ſatisfy unprejudic'd and well- 


meaning Perſons. The Controverſy begins at 
the 13th Chap. to the Romans. Let every Scul be 
 SubjeF to the higher Powers, & c. Solomon alſo 
ſaith, who can ſay to a Ring. MWbhat doeſt thou? And 
our Church faith, It 4 not lamſul to take up 


| Arms againit the Ring, upon any pretence what- 
ſoever. Therefore it is aſſerted, That we muſt 


ſubmit to the Prince's Vill in all caſes, either by 


| Doing or Suffering; becauſe there is no Excepti- 


on to the Rule of Obedience exprefſed. Here is 


a Difficulty I confeſs, and certainly great Re- 


verence ought to be paid to Crown'd Heads, 


as well as Obedience to their lawful Commands. 
There are ſeveral degrees of Tranſgreſſion, 
which deſerve a ſuitable Puniſhment ; yet the 


higheſt 


higheſt cannot amount to Hereſy,nor cut Men + _ 
from being Members of the Church; becauls 
this is not expreſled neither. But to-excule Tome. © 7 
kind of Reſiſtance, it is ſaid, That Solon, St. 
Paul, and our Church ſuppoſe the Prince to be 
| | executing his Office, according to the Nature,” 2 
olf his Government; and mean no other Obe= + 7 
dience, than Submitting to all kind of Mas © 
giſtrates, in the Execution cf their reſpe@ive 
Offices; becauſe this is the end of their Power; 
3 They are not a Terrour to good Works, but to the 
p evil. But none are oblig d to ſubmit to eg 
Niolence, and herein David ſeems to be an Ex- 
ample, For if it Ggaify nothing, that he kept 
6500 Men in Arms, and that Saul accounts him 
| ' a Rebel, yet what may we ſuppoſe he wou'd 
have done, if the Men of Keilab had ſtood by 
him? But grant that this of David was a par- 
ticular Caſe, and that other ſingle Perſons have 
no Licenſe to act as he did; that not only par- 
ricular Perſons, but a Nation ought to ſuffer 
much, rather than oppoſe the Prince's Will with 
| auy Force. F 
vet ſome exception muſt be implyed in the 
General Rule of Obedience, tho not proper to 
be expreſſed, or elſe the Prince muſt be abſo- 
Jute, or may be when he pleaſes, then no Nati- 
| on can pretend to be a Free People, and ail Laws 
' would be inſignificant ; nay, all Laws wou'd bg 
| fo many acts of Rebellion, and no form of Go- 
vernment wou'd be lawſul, but that of Turkey. 
But Princes have no Right to be Abſolute, Thus 
- faith the Lord, Let ir ſuffice you, O Princes of 
a: 'D 2 Ifracl ; 
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Fiel; remove Violence and Spoil, and execute 


Juſtice and Judgment take away your Exact ions 
am my People, ſaith the Lord God, Ezek. 45. 9. 
Where there is no abſolute Authority, there 
can be no abſolute Subjection due. 
As divers Scriptures muſt neceſſarily be un- 
derſtood with limitation: So efpecially muſt 
the Rule of Obedierce; becauſe it is of the 


greateſt conſequence. Tho' it be leaſt of all 
to be limited, yet Self-defence muſt be allowed 


to a State, becauſe the contrary Opinion tends 


to a general Evil, even to the Ruin of Mankind; 


it deſtroys the Law of Sf preſervation. If un- 
limitted Obedience were a Duty, the World 


had been very criminal; for it has been very 
little practiced: If it were generally received, 


what Ruin would there be in the World? But 
then the Scripture ſaith, The King's heart is in 


the band of the Lord, as the rivers of water he 
turneth it whitherſoever he will, Prov. 21. 1.1 


| ſuppoſe the Kizg of Kings, in his providential 
Care for Mankind, has a more particular re- 
gard to Princes, to direct them in their Coun- 
ſels, and Adminiſtration of Juſtice, But Kings 


may be forſaken as well as other Men, and are 


not wont to be converted by a Miracle. Se- 


veral Kings of J/rae! fell into Idolatry ; Ori 
eftauliſhd ir by Law, and Ahab perſiſted in it. 
Now the People were not excuſed for their 
complyance; nor were they allowed to expect 
the Converſion of their Princes. They ought to 
Have prevented the ſetting up of Falfe Gods, 
and were puniſh'd becauſe they did not, T hou 


Holt 


8-7 Halt ſow, but thou ſhalt not reap, KC. For the © 
s Statutes of Omti are kept, and all the Works of 
. the houſe of Ahab, and ye walk in their Conn- 

FE -7 celc, that I ſhould make thee a Deſolation, Mich. 
| | 6. 15, 16. If Solomon's words were to be 
[ practiced in the utmoſt latitude, Where the Word of 
a King is, there is Power; then Mahometiſm, Heat- 
heniſn, or Popery might be ſet up. when a King is 
fo ill-iaclin'd ; this is not impoſſible, and the o- 
ther wou'd be very eaſy; a few Nomen might 


OM ke we (0) ov 


do the Work by the King's Commiſſion ; for 
none ought to reſiſt them: Then Abſolute Paf- 
F ve Obedience wou d be a greater Load than Cz7- 
ceumciſon; the Pepe Nuncio and Father Peters, 
like Simeon and Levi, might have made a P ari- 
fan or Iriſh Maſſacre, Nature teaches, that this 
ought not to be ſuffer'd, and a Standing Army 
then was thought more effectual. But this is 
not a Power, that properly belongs to the King, 
when there is no other occaſion for it; this is 
| not the Power, that is Ordain d of Ged. There 


i 
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is no Divine Commiſſion for an Army, but what 
the Law of Nature gives, for a neceſſary De- 
fence. I ſay then, to reſiſt ſuch a Force is not 
reſiſtins the Kino, but an illegal Power, that does 
not belong to him; it is the ſaving of Men's 
Lives, which certainly belong to chem; it is the 
Preſerving of Religion, which belongs to God. 
And U think it is well, if we render to Ceſar, the 
things that areCeſar's, and to Goa, the things that 

J mn 5 
12 Ihhcrefore it is not equitable, to condemn the 
People of England, becauſe they have prevenny 
6 — 3 


W 
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WINE Ebb Lore at of Popery, and the Effuſion of 


” nach Rood Bat it is objected againſt us, They 
hone fd Kings, but not by me, Hoſes, 8. 4. 1 
+ up 0 s 


8 God; particular direction, and had his Prophets 
© to confalr, as they ought to have done upon 
any great Occaſion. But other Nations, or Man- 


* Kind in general, have been left to themſelves, 
to follow the Law of Self preſervation, and to 
form Governments, as Reaſon and Experience 


| ſuggeſts tothem . 5 
There is indeed an over-ruling Providence, 
by which God has ſometimes ſet up Kings, and 
ſometimes pulled down others, working great 


ſtruments, and the Providence of God concuring 


Ruleth in the World; but w hat God did in that 


Mill, he does the ſame now by ordinary means, 
and what his Prophets were to them, his Provi- 


dence is now tous. So that there ſeems to be 
ſome reaſon to think, that a Prince advanced by 


remarkable Providences, is as much, (and more 
immediately) ordain'd of God, as one claiming by 
Hereditary- Right. Beſides it cannot be prov'd, 
that Roye! Power is only a Divine Inſtitution, 


and has continued in a direct Line from the be- 
ginning, which is abſolutely neceſſary, and onght 
to be very clear, to ſerve the purpoſe of our 


Adver- 


eie words cannot be applyed to any 
other Nation but the Jews, who were under 


| Deliverances. In which caſes, Men being the In. 

with the Neceſſities of Men, They may be rather 
ſaid to ſet up Kings by him, than otherwile. For 
we have now no new Revelations,altha' God ſtill 


Kingdom, by an extraordinary diſcovery of his 


Adverſaries; but the contrary may bel 
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monſtrated, which 1 ſhall endeavour e 
to my preſent Ability. e 


But I ſhall Firſt obſerve, That God ſomerialey, © 


| ſends wicked Princes for the puniſhment*ot 2} 


Sin, ſometimes ſets them up by Congaef, and. 
ſome ſay our King, derive their Right from 


William the Conquerour. God may indeed permit 
an Evil Ruler for a Time, or a Conqueif with its 
Diſad vantagesz but this is not intended, any more 
than God's diſpleaſure, to continue for ever; 
There may be a time to Rejoyce, as well as to 
Mourn. Nor is it a foundation of an malterable 


Rig ht, or of abſolute Dominion. Certainly 2a 


People may throw off a oak impoſed upon 
them, without any Offence to God, as ſoon 
as they have an Opportunity, and ought to look 
upon that Opportunity as ſent by him. A 
ſingle Perſon taken Captive,is not bound in con- 
ſcience to be a Slave, much leſs a Nation. Go- 


vernment was intended for good, not to enſlave 


Mankind, who are by Nature Free, and no far- 
ther bound than they themſelves have conſented 
to. Men have indeed conſented and bound them- 
elves, to prevent Lavery and Ruin, and this 
without doubt was the O/igiaal of Government. 


St. Peter ſaith, Submit your ſelves to every Or- 


 dinance of Man for the Lord's ſake; whether it be 


4 


the King 4s Supreme, 1 Pet. 2 13. 


I cannot imagin, how theſe Words can be 


_ underſtood otherwiſe, than that Government 


was of Man's Invention ; but Men will Strain 
hard for profit, and flattery will go far. The 
ed natural 


7 3 22" 


natural ſence and meaning of the Greek Words, 


It is the very ſame Word (3s), that St. Paal 
hath, where he ſpeaks of God's Creation, «> 
roi xbous, from the Creation of the World, Rom. 
1.20. Likewiſe St. John in the Revelations, 5 
ai mc uriows 78 Os, the beginning of the Creation 
of God, Rev. 3. 14. 5 


It is in the ſame Senſe that the Latins ſay 


Creare Magiſtratum, C(æſ. Thoſe Roman Empe- 
rors to which St. Paul commanded Subjection, 


had no other Title, than what the Raman Se- 
nate, or the Army, gave them. If Truth only 


had declared a King to be Jure Divino there 
dad been no need of Fictions to eſtabliſh an ab- 


ſolute Authority, as Alexander pretended to be 


the Son of Jupiter Ammon, thereby to aggran- 
” _Þ GG rat 


We have many Examples of Princes being 
ſenſible, that they were not only Men, but as 


Kings, were the Ordinance of Men ; upon which 
n account they have been cautious not to impoſe 

hard things upon their People, and have thought 
themſelves not only obliged to conſent to whole- 


ſome Laws, but alſo to preſerve them, not to 


ſer them aſide at pleaſure. * The Kings of Per- 
fia were as abſolute as moſt Princes, yet when 
the Preſidents, Govetnours, Princes and Coun- 
© cellors conſulted together to eſtabliſh a Law, 


_ * and the King had ſigned it, then that Law was 


* unalcerable, the King himſelf could not break 


it, tho' hs very much deſir'd it“ Where 


Kings have made Laws alone, we do not find by 
| any 


Aub peain H, is Human Ordinance or Creation. 
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them, or have not themſelves been bound b 


7 
any Preſidents, that they alone have abrogatef 


them. 5 1 3 A 
It is but of late Years, that we have heard of 


that Novel Doctrine of Divine Right. Princes 
have claim'd the Crown as their Right, and it 


might be allowed; but this Right deſcended 
from ſome Legal Settlement, as well as other 


Forms of Government. Some Kings of England 
have accepted the Crown as the Gift of the 
Peole. But it muſt needs be other wiſe under - 
ſtood, becauſe St. Paul lays, the Powers that be 

are ordained of God; which diſagrees with St. 


Peter. Now I think they may be as well recon- 


Ciled, as St. Paul and St. James, when the one 
ſays, We are juſtified by Faith without the Deeds 
of the Law; and the other ſays, We are juſtified 
by Works, and not by Faith only : For both theſe 
| Propoſitions are true in divers reſpects, and ſo 

are the other. We are the Sons of Men, and 


yet God is our Father: So is Government the 
Ordinance of God, and alſo the Ordinance of Man. 


How can that be? By the Law of Nature, and 


by God's Approbation, or Eſtabliſhment of thar 


Human Invention. It is a Divine Appointment 
ofan Human Ordinance, or an Hamam Ordinance 
| witha Divine Sanction. Gi = Bb 


l do not know of any particular Inſtructions 


that God hath given to Men, upon which Go- 
vernment was at firſt invented: But the Divine 
Appointment is included in the Law of Nature, 
and the Confirmation of God's Word. Now 
the Law of Nature, with reſpect to Government, 


is 


do HL 
is a Power in the Reaſonable Nature, to re 
proper Means for its Prefervation. For as God 


hath given to Creatures without Reaſon, a ſa- 
gacious Inſtinct, whereby they have admirable 

ways to ſave themſelves from Harm: So by the 
noble Facutty of Reaſon, he hath fufficiently 


qualify'd Man, without any need of Revelation, 
to provide for his own Safety. Government 


being the Product of Reaſon, and Experience, 
may be called a Divine Ordinance, becauſe it is 
the moſt Divine Iſſue of the Law of Nature, 


' whereof God is the Author; and the Rater is 


God's Vicegerent, becauſe he doth the Work of 


God, Juſtice and Judgment. Government is a- 
gain a Divine Ordinance, becauſe God hath ap- 
proved, confirmed, and eſtabliſned, what the 
Reaſon of Manlind hath done in that parti- 


cular. 


_ ' Groties accounts this latter reafon ſufficient, 
and it is all he gives to reconcile the Apoſtles. 


* Notandum eft, primo homines, non Dei precepto, 
* fed ſponte addudos, experimento ſegregum ad- 
* verſus violentium in Societate Civilem coiſſæe; 


unde orium habet poteſtas civilis,” quam idro hu- 
mam Ordinationem Petrus vocat, quamquam 
* « Paulo Divina Ordimatio vocatar, quia hominum 


©* Salnbre Inſtitutum Deus probavit. Gro. Lib. 1. 
A 7 VV : pe es 


The learned Pufendorf affigns two Reaſons of | 


Mens entring into Civil Society. Firft, Differences 


and Diſputes ariſing among Neighbours, and 


no body having Authority to decide them. 


2dly, The Conſpiracies of il Men to rob and 


plunder 


days. All publick Regimen (ſays be) of 
what kind ſoever, ſeemeth evidently to have 


n—_— 
plunder, and no Power in being to protect the 
Innocent, or to correct Offenders, For, ſays he, 


when Quarrels and Controverſies did ariſe/one 


* Maſter of a Family having as much Authority 
< as another) there was no way to determine them 
but by Force, which brought great Miſchief and 
© Inconvenience. And when a publick Robber ſer 
up for himſelf, it was not in the power of ſiu- 


_ gle Families to refiſt him. Hereupon entring 
| Into mutual Society to defend themſelves againſt 


a common Enemy, it might ſeem very adviſa- 


ble to commit the Condut and Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Whole to ſome One Man, who ſcew'd. 
moſt remarkable for his AFwwity and Prudence. 


b 292 CC: 
To which 1 ſhall add, the Judgment of the 


famous and judicious Mr. Hooker. This learned 
Man was wont in time paſt to be much admir'd 


by our beſt Churchmen, tho' he was a great 
big, according to ſome Mens Notions now-a- 


« riſen from the deliberate Advice, Conſulta- 


(tion and Compoſition of Men, judging it con- 


« venient and behoveful. 


So that for ſome time, as Pxfßfendorf obſerves, 


there was no Kino in the World ; bur they were 


at firſt choſcn by the People, for their Conve- 
nience, not dropt out of the Clouds to prey 
upon and devour Mankind. This was however 
before the Holy Scripture was written; and tho” 
it came by Conſaltation of Men, yet Govers- 
ment is a Divine Orainance, as proceeding from 


C 2 the 


een 
the Law of Nature, and afterwards confirmed 
by rhe Word of God: 

When therefore the People have committed 
their Concerns to Ore Perſon, and have made 
the Throne an Inheritance to his Family, it 
cannot be ſuppoſed to be done without Reſerve ; 
and when good Laws have been made upon 
farther Experience, they comprehend an Au- 
thority to preſerve them. For whatſoever | 
Right there is to make Laws, there is the ſame 
Right to defend them, tho” it be not expreſſed. 

Cod having declarkd his Good-will to Mankind, 
Ir cannot be ſuppoſed, that what Methods Na- 
tural Reafon had put Men upon for their Pre- 


| ſervation, ſhould be defeated by a Divine Ap- | 


5 pciutment : z no more than we can ſuppoſe, that 

Men had not a better Capacity than the In- 
ſtinct of Brutes, 0: provide for their own. 

5 Saſety, 

8 5 doth it any whine appear, or can be 
proved, that any revealed Law hath contradic- 
red the great Law of Nature, Sel/-preſervation : 
But that on the contrary, Men are bound in 
Duty to preſerve their Lives and the Common 
Good of Society, as much as in them lies. In 
reſpect of particular Perſons, it may be ſet aſide 

jor the Common Good, as when Men expoſe 
themſelves in War; and when the Honour of 

God is immediately concern'd, as in the Caſe 
of the primitive Chriſtians, when the Law was 
_ againſt them; Then, I ſay, the Law of Self- 
preſervation onght to be ſer afide, becauſe God 
is above every Law. We ought rather to dye, 


than 


4 £40 
than deny him, or his Chriſt. Otherwiſe the 


Law of Self-preſervation and the Laws of the 


Country take place. St. Paul, tho he was ready 


to dye for the Name of Jeſis, yet did not think 
he ought to be ſmitten contrary to the Law, 


and therefore invents a Stratagem to ſave him- 


ſelf, Ack, 23. More eſpecially on a general 


account, it is a ſtated Maxim, that Salus Populi 


eft Suprema Lex; The common Safety is the Sove- 
reign Lay. but when the Law of Nature and 


Religion are united by particular Lews, there 
ſeems to be ſtill greater reaſon to defend both 
the Honour of God, and the Lives of the 
People. „% : 


Now all Civil Laws are founded on the Law 
of Nature for the Prefervation of Mankind, 
which is the Ordinance of God; and therefore 


the moſt Legal Government is in the higheſt 


degree, the Ordinance of God. In this Fox Populi 


Vox Dei, it is this that appoints a fit Perſon to 


| Rule, and He is called, as I ſaid before, God's 
Vicegerent, becauſe he in God's ſtead, executes 
* Juſtice, and protect his People. 3 


It is by the Law of Nature, that whoſo ſheds 
Man's Blood, by Man ſhall his Blood be ſhed. When 


there was no other Law, nor any Government 


in the World, Cain feared that every Man, or 


any Man ſhould ſlay him, becauſe then every 
| Man had a rigbt to ſlay a Murderer, But Ex- 
perience hath found out a better Method to 


execut:. Juſtice in a Legal manner, and to aſſiſt 


the Law of Nature by particular Laws. The 


; (14) 
beſt way we believe to be by a Ki Govern- 
ment, and juſtly value our Own Conſtitution. 

When God gave to N that Law agaioſt 
Murder, (which Law I ſuppoſe to have been 
before a Law of Nature, being neceſſary to 

Man's Prefervation, and confirmed to Noah for 
that end) it does not appear, that there was 
then any Magiſtracy, or Method preſcrib d, how 
it ought to be done, but that ſeems to be left 

to the Reaſon and Experience of Mankind. We 
do not find in Scripture, how or where Govern- 
ment began, nor is there any way to trace the 
Deſcent of Princes in a direct Line, nay, it is 
impoſſible, there is no ſuch thing as a direct 
Line from the beginning. 
If Alam had executed the Office of a Magi- 
ſtrate, Cain had been in greater Danger at home 
than abroad. The firſt we read of was Nim- 
rod, who pretended to a ſort of Government. 

The Text ſays, he began to be a Mighty Oe 
in the Earth, and the beginning of his Kingdom 
was Bebel, He was Grandſon to Ham, Noah's 
| ſecond Son. I ſuppoſe no Man will ſay his Go- 
vernment was lawful, nor would, if they could, 
derive a Succeſſion from him, who was a Ty- 

rext and a Rotber, not of the E/deſt Branch, not 
approved by the People, but joyn'd by Men of 
like Principles, whoſe Deſign was to lire upon 
Plunder. Now, if it had been neceſſary, (I 
ſpeak with Submiſſion) here would have been 
a fair Occaſion to mention, who ought to have 
been King, or who was the King, if there was 
any then Regnant; but the Silence of the Scrip 
5 ture 
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ture in this great Affair, imports, that it be- 
longed to Men to take Care of themſelves ; and 
as Puffeadorf, Grotizs, Hooker, and other 


Learned Men agree, The Original of Govern- 


ment was by Conſultation, and that the bei? 


Title to Sovereignty, was the Conſent of the 
People, grounded upon the Law. of Self pr: ſer- 


vation, Perhaps they were taught by Nimrod 


and other R»ffians, to put it in Practice; but 


whilſt they neglected ir, no doubt they ſuffer'd 


by their Indolence. It may be, the want of Go- 
 vernment was one great Occaſion of fo much 
 Wickedneſs before the Deluge; and it was the 
Peoples own Fault to make no better uſe of 
their Reaſon, but careleſly to neglect a Matter of 


ſo great Importance. 


T ſhall here tranſlzte what 1 quoted before 


out of Grotixs, viz. It is to be obſerved, That 


at firſt Men, not by God's Command, but 


moved by Experience of the Impotence of ſe- 
© parate Families to reſiſt Violence, did of their 
' © own accord unite in Civil Society, whence Civil 
_ * Power took its beginning, which therefore St. 


Peter calls the Ordinance of Man; altho' by 
* St. Paul it is call'd the Ordinance of God, be- 
* cauſe God approved that wholeſome Inſtitu- 
© tion of Men. The [ame Author ſaith, © Where 


© a People have conferr'd not an Abſolute Power, 
© but a Government according to Law, they 


* maſt be ſuppoſed to have reſerved to them- 
* ſelves a Power neceſlary to preſerve thoſe 


But 


„ e 
But there is a Difficulty, how any thing ean 

be done againſt the Prince's Miad, or without 
him, when he deſigns to ſubvert the Govern- 


2 ment. : | 


 Surely-in Caſes oi Extremity, if Mens Eyes 
are open, the States can aſſemble without the 


Formality of a Writ, when the Subſtance, 0ay' 
Fl 


your ALL lies at Stake 2 It is not the Delign o 
Society to fall upon its own Sword... 
I favour not Aztimonarchical or Rebellions 


Principles, but ſuch as make the King and V- 


tion happy ; true Britiſh Monarchical Principles, 
which make the beſt Subjects to the beſt of 
Princes, his preſent Majeſty King GEORGE. 
Nor can any People out-do us in the perform- 
ance of our Duty, in Love and Honour to the 
true and faithful Defender of our Faith and Civil 


= Thoſe th t ſay Kings derive their Power from 


God immediately, without the Law of Nature, 


cannot prove it by any Examples, except in 
ſome extraordinary Caſes ; and even then, the 


Peoples Conſent was requir'd, as in the Election 
of Sod and Dean i ooh 

But they urge, That the People have nothing 
to do in the Matter, becauſe they cannot give a 


Power to another, which they have not in 
themſelves; For, ſay they, a Man hath not 
power over his own Life, to deſtroy it; there- 
fore Men cannot give to another the Power of 


Life and Death. 


This is a weak Argument, and may be an- 
ſ7erd out of what I ſaid before, vis. That 


VF « 
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no more to that Community, tban a Joynt of 


1 — 
Self. murder is a Breach of the Law of Niatubt" . : 


as being contrary to Self-preſervation-; but t& _ 


puniſh Judicially, is the Execution of the Law 


of Nature; And for the ſame Reaſon that na 
Man hath power over himſelf to deſtroy bimſelf, 


a Community may give power to execute Juſtice 
upon Offenders, becauſe this is for the Preſet- 


vation of the Body, or whole Community. It 


is the ſame thin in a Natural Body 5 any Per- 


fon may cut off, or auhorige another to cut 


off a Limb, that would corrupt or deſtroy the 


ſome f? Perſon to cut off a Ctiminal, who is 


the leaſt Finger is to the whole Body Natural. 
It is hereby manifeſt, That a Lega/ Govern- 


ment, as proceeding from, and founded on the 


Law of Nature, is the Ordinance of God, which 


ought to be ſubmitted to, not [gal Violence: 


That a Community hath a Right to preſerve it 


ſelf, and the Laws that ſupport it: That the 


Royal Prerogative and the Rights of the People, 


may conſiſt and be united, the better to ſuppot᷑t 
and defend each other: That the Legiſlature hath 
a Sufficient and Legal Power to do what is necel(- 
{ary to preſerve the Conſtitution, that is, The 


Life of the Body Politick. That therefore King 


George has the beſt Title to theſe Kingdoms in 
the late Ad of Settlement, being founded on his 
Hereditary Right, and the utmoſt Neceſlity of 
State. But if the Prince be Al in Al, and his 


SubjeAs no Right to Life, Liberty, or Eſtate, 
but what is derived from Him, and depends 
upon. 
> 


Body: 80 may a Community give power to F 


E 


| upon his Pleaſure, which is made the Conſe- 


quence of a Divine Right, without any thing 
of Haman Ordinance ; then it will follow, That 


the People were made for the King, not the King 


for the People, which is contrary both to Scrip- 
care and Reaſon, For according to the High 
Notion, when St. Pan / founded Obedience, ac- 


_ cording to Divine Goodneſs, upon this Reaſon, 


That Rulers are Miniſlers for Good; we might 


rather have expected he would have faid, Be ye 
ſfſubject to the Higher Powers, &c. for the People 


are the King's Servants, made for his Conveni- 
ence, to do his Pleaſure, and advance his Gran; 
deur. Let the Kirg do what Miſcief he will, 


who may ſay unto him, what doeſt thon? Whereas 
on the contrary, all the Apoſtle's Argument, all 


the Reaſon of Submiſſion, all the Sanction of 


Authority, hangs upon this Point, He is the Mi- 


aiſter of God unto thee for Good. 


But He is bound in Conſcierce, and takes an 


Oath, to act for the Good of his People. Bur 
this is not always a ſufficient Security, as we 


have found by Experience, againſt any Opinion 


he may eſpouſe, contrary to the Laws and Inte- 


ref, yea, againſt the Lives of his SubjeFs, The 


High Notion it ſelf is enough to miſlead him, 
iato all the Miſchief - of Ambition and Flattery : 


It will per ſwade him, that Laws are an Impoſi- 


tion, that an Oath is forced, and that he wilt 
never be call'd to an Account, nor Anſwer here- 
after, for throwing off or breaking 75rongh every 


thing, that puts a Reſtraint upon his JVif. He 
will be apt to think, that what he pleaſes or 
| . judges 
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and Proteſtant Sueceſſion. 
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judges beſt, is for the Peoples Good. I do not 
ſay, that Subjects may cal their Prince to an 
Account, or do any Violence to his Perſon, 


which I allow to be Sacred ; but certainly they 


may remonſtrate, and when nothing elſe will pre- 


vail, defend themſelves, as David did againſt 
Saul, and preſerve the legal Government. 


I abhor the Rebellion of 41, but vindicate the 


late Revolution; for there is no Compariſon 
between them. In the former, the King made 
great Conceſſions, and pardon d rebellious Acts. 


In the latter, the moſt humble Remonſtrances 
were accounted treaſonable Libels ; for Inſtance, 
The Petition of Seven Biſbops, for which they 


were impriſon'd, and try'd like Criminals. In 


a word, all gentle Methods were ineffectual; it 
was not eaſy to ſtop the Torrent ; and I think 


it ſufficient Satisfaction, that when this Nation 
took ſuch a Courſe as NECESSITY obligd 


them to, to preſerve the Conſtitution in Church 


and State, the late King James went off, as it 
were to ſeek new Force, and left the Community 
to ſecure and provide for it ſelf in the beſt man- 


ner, which it hath done in the late Revolution 
But farther ; ſome learned Men affirm, That 
Henry VII. King of England, had no other than 
a Parliamentary Right to the Crown; all the 


Claim he could pretend to, was from a Daugh- 
| ter of the Houſe of Lancafier, which was a 
: younger Branch than the Houſe of Tork. How- 

_ ever, he did not inſiſt on that Claim, but de- 


pended on an Act of Parliament, which he pro- 
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tured to ſettle the Crown upon himfelf and his 
Family. He was not ſo near to the Crown ag 
the late King William, nor had cauſe to ſuſpect 
an Immpoſture, to deprive him of the Succeſſion, 
as King William had: But he was acknowledg'd 
much in the ſame manner, and afterwards con- 
 firm'd by Ad of Parliament. 5 
From this Settlement came in the Family of 
Stuarts, by a Daughter married to K. James the 
Ith of Scotland. Henry indeed, after this Set- 
tlement, married the Eldeſt Daugliter of Edward 
the 4th, by which Marriage the Houſe of York 
and Lancaſter were united; but then he had 


not only taken up Arms, and removed another 
King, but there was a Male-Heir of the Houſe 


of Tork, wiz. the Earl of Warwick, who livd 
twenty Years in this King's Reign, was moſt of 
that time impriſon'd, and afterwards executed 


by him. 


Sd that the Family of Suat was obliged to 
one Ad of Settlement, made by a King who had 
teſs Right, and was advanced upon much leſs _. 
Reaſon, than the late King William. But King 
George, being of the ſame Family, has a Title 
confirmed by many Acts of Parliament in two 


fucceſſive Reigns, ws 
' There have been ſeveral Changes in all Na- 
tions ; in ours, none ſo juſſ as the late Revola- 
zan. Yet when Kings were accepted and ac- 
know ledged by the States, tho' their Titles were 
not immediately or directly Lineal, the Lays 
made in thoſe Reigns were nevertheleſs good, 
fad did always remain in force, till for ow 
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Law was made by the King in Poſſeſſion, and 


we Uþ 7 mos ww 
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after-reaſon repeal'd. Such were the Laws made 
by the Kings of the Houſe of Lancaſter, Richard 
the 3d, and Henry the th, who had no Lineal 
Right when thoſe Laws were made; tho' ſome 


of them indeed made a way to that Right, 
(which they had better wanted) by cutting off 


the Lineal Branche; of the Roya! Family. So 
did Richard the 3d, who was a notorious Uſur- 


per, and Murderer of the Royal Family, The 


better part of his Character is in Mr. Callier's 
Words: That he procured many good Laws 


for the Eaſe of his People, and omitted no- 
(thing that might tend to t 


he Honour of the 


* Engliſh Nation. CS 
Whatſoever the Prince was, it was the Com- 


mon Good which determin'd Laws, either to be 


coutinu'd, repeal d, or alter d. When once a 


the Conſent of the States, nothing could make 
it void, till it was canceld by the ſame or an 


” equal Authority 5 nothing could impair its Ver- 
tue, till by farther Experience it was found is- 


convenient or uſeleſ to the Public. 
Zut as Men are not infallible, ſo ſometimes 
Laws have been procur'd by il Means, and 


made for i Purpoſes, which is a Fault, and 
ought to be avoided. Sach was that Law in 


behalf of Richard the Third, to fix him in the 


Throne, and deprive the true Heir, without any 
juſt Cauſe. Nevertheleſs he was a King, and 


his Laws were valid. How much rather were 


our late Glorious Deliverers King William and 
Queen Mary to be acknowledg d upon a Va- 


Cancy, 


1016, HS 
eancy, and to be confirmed by Law, to perfect 


ſo great a Deliverance > How much better were 
thole Laws, which eſtabiiſh the Proteſtant Suc - 
ceſſion, and are the Bulwarł of the Reforma- 
tion ? TS Lo 

Sometimes a Law may prove prejudicial or 
inconvenient to the State, upon ſome Occaſions 
or Events, which could not be foreſeen ; yet 


ſuch Laws oblige ſo long as they are Laws. Our 
late Triennial AF was thought to be a good Law, 
and a great Ad vantage gain d by the Subje& , 


but it hath proved otherwiſe on ſome accounts; 


and perhaps it would be pernicious at this June - 
ture, becauſe our Enemies might gain Ground 
by a Diſſolution of the preſent Parliament. This 
Act was paſs'd by King Milian, but contrary 


to his Opinion and Inclination, not ſo much 
becauſe it was a Diminution of the Prerogative, 


as becauſe he foreſaw the Diſadyantage of it to 


the Subjekt. 


Now thoſe very Men, who were once full of 


the Prerogative, account this Triennial Act a 


good Law, and call this New Law a Part of. 


our Conſtitution, which they have been endea- 
vouring to deſtroy. They would not allow it 
ro be alter'd in point of Time only, and will 
have it to be a good Law ſtill, when it is al- 
ter'd by the preſent Legiſlature, altho it was E- 


nated by King William, whom they would not 


own to be King de jure. Yet they declare againſt 


the Act of Settlement, which was made by the 


ſame Prince, and was the greateſt Glory of that 
muſtrious Prince's Reign, who ſacrific d his Own 
Quiet, for the Good of his People. But 


nothing Good, but what ſerves to their Evi! 


in this, That altho' the Prince's Title is defective 
in point of Lineal Deſcent, yet the Laws. made 
by bim are not the leſs obligatory. If this Rule 

holds in any Caſe, certainly it muſt in Caſes af 


Crown by the Salique Law. 


ia themſelves, are obſerv'd till repeal'd; if thoſe 
Laws have no leſs Authority, and are in force 
at this Day, tho' enacted by a Prince who had 
much leſs of Hereditary Right than that of the 
late King William and Queen Mary, under the 
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| But how much rather ought this to be and 


continue a Law for ever, when nothing is more 
certain in this World, than the perpetual Bene- 


fit of it to this Nation? And how inconſiſtent 


are the Notions of Men, who give themſelves 


up to unreaſonable Prejudices, and would have 


Purpoles?* | „ 
I deſire them to conſider, that the Holy Scrip- 


ture doth not contradict or forbid the reaſona- 


ble and neceſſary Meaſures that Men take for 
their Preſervation. The Good of Mankind even 
in this World is a main Deſigu of thofe Holy 
Writings, and of God's Commands in particular. 
Nor doth the Scripture determine the Rights of 


Princes, nor the Meaſures of their Government, 
but allows the Cuſtoms of Nations; and the 


Practices of our Nation, and many others, agree 


the greateſt Conſequence : Such as our late AF 
of Settlement, & c. And why might not this Nation 
exclude Papi: from the Succeſſion by Law, as 

well as the French exclude Women from their 


Therefore, if thoſe Laws, which are not good 


moſt 


trary Power. 


hs F247 
moſt diſadvantagious Repreſentation ; if Men 


have any Power to make Laws, if the chief end 


of Laws be the Common Good ; certainly, moſt 


Legal and Binding is the late Act of Settlement, 


being made upon ſo long conſideration and ex- 
rience, for the Saſety of the Nation, and to 


Holy Religion, and excludes Idolatry and Arbi- 


and, all Laws whatſoever in 


On the other h 


| Emglanid are alterable by the ſame Authority that 


made them; They are liable to ſtand or fall, as 
the Good or I effects of them become viſible: 
As it is in lels, ſoit is in 
cauſe the chief end of Public Ad, is the Pub- 


lick Good, To this end Kings were choſen at 
firſt by Common Conſent, and they are Miniſters 
/ God to ws for Good. To this end afterwards 
Laus were made to ſettle an Hereditary Right in 
done Family, and other Laws were made from 


time to time on particular occaſions for tho 
R N 


It does not then ſeem reaſonable, that the 


Law of Hereditary Right, ſhould devour all 
other Laws, or that the Intereſt or Pleaſure of 


one Perſon ſhou'd deſtroy the Common Good, be- 


cauſe we muſt be SubjeF to the Higher Powers. 


No, it is rather implied in the Genetal Rule of 


Obedience, as well as in the Oath of Allegi- 
ance, That the Pablick Good may be ſecured; 
and that Self Defence is no Criminal Reſiſtance. 


We 


Laltnce our reſtleſs Enemies; certainly, moſt 
weceſſary and juſt is that Law, which ſecures out 


eater Concerns, be- 


* 
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We ought not to be given to Change, nor act 
FaZiouſly or Rebelliouſiy, nor for inferiour Cenſes ; 
but when there is any ſuch unhappy Occaſion, 


which we ought to wiſh may never be, the 


management ought to be the molt Prudent and 
Moderate that Caſes of Extremicy will admit 


of. On ſuch occaſions certainly, the End of 


Laws and Government being conſidered, the 
Law of Hereditary Right is not unchangable, but 


may be explained, limited or qualified by another 
| ſucceeding Law, or Laws, as we find it declared 
by an Act of Q Els. of bleſſed Memory, which 


ſhall be mentioned hereafter, 
It was a Parliamentary Settlement, that firſt 
entail'd the Crown, and the ſame Authority, 


which ſtill ſubſiſts, can break the Extail, and 


qualify the Succeſſion. Indeed if an AQ of Par- 
lament were like the Laws of the Medes and 
Perſians, which alter not, then the Right of 
Inheritance once ſettled, could never be removed 


nor transferr'd ; It was one of thoſe unalterable 
L, that caſt Daniel into the Lions Den, con- 


trary to the Will of one of the moſt abſolute 
Princes, and if the Right of Succeſſion had been 


ſuch, England had ere this been one great Den 
of Lions, or at leaſt a Reigon of Devouring 


m_—_ 


But Providence has provided better for us, I 


hope we may give thanks for it, and indeed, 


one would think, ſome room might be left for 
Divine Providence, to inter poſe in Extremities, 


and to aſſiſt the neceſſary endeavours of Men 
for their Preſervation, When therefore the 
E i King 
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King of Kings, the great Preſerver of Men, fets 
up Princes and works Deliverances, not by 
Miracles (which we expect not now) but by or- 
dinary Means; is it hard if the Inſtruments can 
never be unblameable, Are not they rather to 
be blamed, whole devices and deſigns are to 
pull down HI M, whom God hath exalted. 


he Succeſſion of England from William the 


Conqueror to Hiry the 7th, hath varied from 
a direct Line more then ten times, I do not ſay 


always upon juft Reaſons. Two of them were 


immediately after the Conqueſt, the States hav- 


ing preferr'd two Hunger Brothers before the 
. Eldeft, by which means they 
Hard Conditions, that the Conquerour had impos d 
upon them. So uncertain is an exact Horeditarx 

Title, And as in thoſe days a Parliamentay det- 
dtlement was thought the be# and moſt certain 
Title; ſo it ought to be accounted New, eſpeci- 


ally, if the Common Good be confidered, There 
ought to be a great regard had to the Hereditary 
| Right of Princes, but the PEOPLE alſo have 
#h:ir Hereditary Rightegthey have their Vineyard, 
which ought not to be given away from their 
Poſlerity. Certainly the common Safety will bal- 


ſhook off ſome 


* U 


lance the ſuppoſed Righi of a fengle Perſon ; and 


another of the ſame Family, more Fit and Mor- 


1, muſt turn the Scale. This muſt be granted, 
i Mankind had any bare in the Invention of 


Government, or ever any Liberty to diſpoſe of 
_ themſelves, or any Power to conſalt for 


their own Safety, which I think is abſurd to 
deny. | 3 | . 
= Ever 


dation in an Act of 


ks, 4; 
Ever ſince the Reformation: there was need 
of a Law, to Exclude Papiſts from the Succeſ- 


ſion in theſe Kingdoms, and it hath been but of 
late happily effected; Nothing could be more 
neceſſary : For, as the Apoſtle ſpeaks in a like 


Caſe, The hos 24 being changed, there is made 
of neceſſity a change alſo of the Lav, Heb. 7. 12. 


The neceſſity of ſuch a change is ſtill the 


greater, becauſe our Government cannot conſiſt 
without it, ſo malignant are Popiſb Principles, 
that a Prince of that Profeſſion cannot be bound 


to protect a Proteſtant Society, but he is obliged 
to the cantrary; altho he breaks all Oarhs and 


the moſt Solemn Promiſes. For he believes, No 


Faith. i to be kept with Hereticks, and that he 
 _ thall be called to no Account, but attain to a 
high degree of Merit, if he can extirpate He- 


reſy and propagate his Own Religion, Whilſt 


we believe, that, according to Primitive Chriſ- 
tianity, after the way, which they call Hereſy, ſo 
Morſbip We the God of our Fathers. 


Nov the Law above mentioned, (by which 
alone under Divine Providence we are fortified 

againſt thoſe pernicious Principles, has a foun- 
| Queen Elix abet h, of bleſſed 
Memory, importing, That the Queen with 


and by the Authority of the Parliament is able 


to make Laws and Statutes of ſufficient Forer 


and pal:idity to limit and bind the Crown of 


this Realm, and the Deſcent and Inheritance 


thereof. By which Clauſe it is apparent, 
that the Crown of Exgland has not deſcended 
by a Divine Entail, as that of Judea, in the 


E 2 Family 
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Family of David. No it was a Parliamentary 


Settlement that firſt entail'd the Crown of Eng- 
—_ =: 
The Parliament, in that Queen's Reign, fre- 


quently ſolicited and earneltly deſired her to 
provide for the Succeſſion; altho* Queen Mary 


of Scotland, Grand-child to Henry 79th, King 


of England was next Heir to Queen Elizabeth, 
but as her ſelf pretended, before Q. Elizabeth, 
taking the Title and Arms of Exgland, as ſcon 


as Queen Mary of England was dead: At which 


4 


Queen Elizabeth being highly diſguſted, and ſuſ- 


_ petting Queen Mary's Deligns when ſhe fled into 
England, kept her in Cuſtody all her Life. After 
many ſollicitations, Q. E. offer'd to releaſe her 
upon certain conditions agreed on in Council, 
 Whereof the Sixth Article was, That ſbe would 
© wot, during the Life of Queen Elizabeth, claims 
© any Right or Title to the Kingdom of England, 
© and aſter her death, ſubmit and refer the Right 


a: of Succeſſion to the Judgment of the Eftates. 


Alt the ſame time reigned in Scotland King James 
the Sixth, Son of the aforeſaid Queen Mary, 
Who was afterwards King of Erg/anud. Accor- 


ding to this and many other Precedents, the 


Parliament hath a legal Authority and ſufficient 
Power to Limit or Determine the Succeſſion, in 
dubious Caſes, or when there is any eminent 
or apparent Danger to the Publick, either in 
— , A 


Accordingly, the Succeſſion has been limited 


tothe Proteſtant Branches of the Royal Family, 


29 
And this Succeſſion has been confirm'd by ſeve- 
ral Laws, acknowledged by other Princes and 
ſignally vindicated by Divine Providence. So that 
His Majeſty King George has the beſt Title to 

theſe Kingdoms by Law, and the fir Hereditary 
” Rightaboveand before any Perſon, that is capa- 
dle to Govern theſe Nations. 
Hilis preſent Majeſty having ſo juſt a Title to 
the Crown, the Supremacy both in Church and State 
by conſequence belongs to him, and if it were 
neceſſary, the Parliament might as well give or 
tene that Title to him, as the ſame Authority 
|| gave it at firſt to King Henry the Eighth, who 
y was the firſt in Esgland, that had the Title of * 
Supreme Head of the Church. He did not claim 
it, as any other way due to him, but in the 
Year 1535. * was made an Att of Parliament, 
* which authoriz'd the King to be Sapreme 
© Head of the Church of England, and the Pope's 
Authority to be utterly aboliſhed. 
| Hou abſurd then is our New Doctrine, which 
| will not allow us to Pray for our Lawful King, 
und upon that account wou'd rob the Church 
of its very Being? Abominable Treachery ! 
„ which wou'd either blow up the Church or Bu- 
' | her in Obſcurity, They ſay we are Schiſmari- 
cal, Excommunicated, as bad as Hereticks,that the 
: | Church of England is now no Church, becauſe 
we pray for His Sacred Majeſty King George, and 
two or three Bifhops have been deprived ; but 
the Nonjurors are the true Church. Intolera- 
ble Nonſence! ' 5 . 


. 
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However 
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| Howevet our Caſe were, ſuppoſing we were 
guilty of an Errour in Civil Government, the con- 


trary of which I think has been demonſtrated ; 


it is abſurd to imagine, that the Being of a true 


Church ſnould depend upon the State, which is 
ſubject to Changes; that all Things are change- 
able, except a Biſbop- See which is unchangeable. 


Certainly the Government can diſplace Biſhops, 
_ elſe the Church is above the State; and tho? they 


remain Biſhops ſtill, yet they are as it were 


dead in Law; and other Perſons are no leſs 


Biſhops, who are conſecrated by the ſame Order. 


It is only upon a Reaſon of State, that Prin- 
ces have the Nomination: The Coaſecration is 
the ſame, the Church remains the ſame. Can 


one little Circumſtance make them and the Body 
of the Church Schi/matia/? This is to ſer 
the Nomination above the Inſtitution, and the 


Prince above our Saviour. In like manner to 
ſay, That by the Second Canon of the Church, 

_ Chriſtians are Excommunicated in ſuch Caſes, * 
is as much as to ſay, that the Canon can limit 


Divine Providence, and ſo determine A Fairs, 


that the Succeſſion can never be altered. This 
puts the Church under a neceſſity, to contend 

againſt Heaven, to be divided againſt it ſelf, to 
devour one another and to ſpeak evil of Digai - 


ties. Whereas it is our Duty, 4 much as in 1 
yes, to live peaceably with all Men. It is our 


bur 


2 Ls 


Duty to pray for all men, for Rings and all 
that are in Authority, that we may lead a quiet 
and peactable life in all Godlineſs and boneſty, 
1 Tim, 2. 2. This we are commanded to do, 


| excommunicate it ſelf, and all the B. 


premacy; Let him be excommunicated ipſo facto, 


culaily Dr. Hicks, who aſſerts, That a Biſbop 


Jt) 


ö y but not to ask how they came hy that Aut bority. 


Now, becaufe we have left undone thoſe things, 
which we ought not to have done, and done 
thoſe things, which we ought to have done, 
We muſt al be excommunicated, Can the Church 


17 be 
Excommunicated at one Blow? I rather think 


the B:bops may make a New Canon, than to be 


fo maul'd with an Od One. þ 


But there is no need of that, The Canon may 
be better underſtood, 21. of the King's Majeſty 


no reigning and whofoever ſhall be in the 


ſame Authority, may it be His Majeſties Iſue 
for ever. The Canon faith. „„ 
Mboſocder hereafter ſball affirm, that the King's 
Majeſty hath not the ſame Authority in Cauſes 


| Eccl:frafticat,' that the Godly Kings had among ſt 


the Jevs and Chriitian Emperonrs of the Prims-- 
tive Church, or impeach any part of the Regal Sa- 


and not be reſtored, but only by the Arch. Biſhop, 
after his repent ance and publick revocation of thoſe 


bit wicled Errours, 3 
From whence we may obſerve, firſt, That 


according to this Canon, the Kings Supremacy is 
not to be deny d, and that the preſent King of 
England, has the fame Authority in Caſes Ec- 
eleſiaſtical; that the Godly Kings had amongſt 


the Jews, &. This Authority extends to de- 


poſing even of the Higb-Prieſt; and this is a 
main Point, which our Adverſaries will not al- 
low, and have made ſo much noiſe about, parti- 


cannot 
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cannot be deprived, But we find that the Hizh 
Prieſt Abiathar was aQually deprived by Kivg 
Solomon, and confin'd to his Country Houſe. 


Mr. Collier ſays, * Zadock was a High Prieſt 


of the Jews, the Succeſſor of Abiathar, who 
Vas deprived of that Dignity by Solomon for 


ſiding with Adonijab. This is parallel to our 
Caſe, and ſhews how Men may differ in opinion, 


but maſt ſubmit to the Government. For Aao- 
rij ab was David's Eldeſt Son, upon which ac- 
count he had a pretence to claim the Crown, 
and Abi atbar to favour his Cauſe; yet Solomon 


accounted him worthy of death, but ſpares his 
life, becauſe he had been ſerviceable to his Fa- 
ther David, 1 Kings 2. 26. So Solomon thruſt 
orf Abiathar from being Prieſt unto the Lord, that 
be might fulfil the nord of the Lord concerning 
che houſe of Eli in Shilob, v. 27. Altho' the 
Prophecy was to be fulfill'd ſome way or other; 


| yet it was only a Civil Cauſe, that gave occa- 


ſion to it in the Perſon of Abiat har, after he 
lad long executed the Office of High Prieſt, 
d and he is called a Hieb Prieſt ſtill, after he is 
diepfrived ot the Office. Zadoc and Abiathar 


were High Prieſts, 1 Kings 4. 4. See the Com- 
mentator. We may here alſo take Notice, 


that tho' it was foretold that Solomon ſhould 
ſucceed David, yet his Succeſſiou did wholly 
depend on Davids appointment and Will, 1 


King, 1. 17 30. Fc. And I ſuppole the ſame 
thing may be done by a King of England and 


his Parliament, eſpecially upon ſuch Reaſons as 


have been of late among(t us. 5 
1 To 
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be Pits ect Got. 


concern'd in it. 


To come to the New Teſtament. If the 
Prince's Nomination of Biſhops is eſſential to the 


Being of a True Church, we might have expected 


that Herod and Pontius Pilate wou'd have been 
But I ſuppoſe, that no Princes were at all 
concern'd in that Matter, nor was it neceſſary, 
till the Church and State wete bound up toge- 
ther, and then, as I ſaid before, the King might 
claim the Supremacy, upon a Politick Account, 
and the Church allow it for the ſame Reaſon, 
The Pope has long uſurp'd that Power, and why, 
was the Church no worſe for that, it the Prin- 
ce's Right was indiſpenſable. If it belong'd ro 


the Pope, how would the Property be al:er'd? 
But that Power was transferr'd to King Hen. VIII. 
by Act of Parliament; ſent again beyond the 


Alps by Queen Mary, and reſtor'd to Queen 


Elizabeth by Act of Parliament; at which time 
14 Biſhops, and other Eccleftaſticks, refus'd to 
take the Oath of Supremacy, and were deprived 


for that Reaſon only. Certainly the Being of 


a true Church cannot depend upon a Power ſo 
changeable ;and none but Papiſts heretofore did 


lay the Church of England was Schiſmatical. 
If the Supremacy could be transferr'd, it might 


to the late King Milliam, and never was there fo 


great Reaſon for it: Now the Church is ſaid to 


be Excommunicated for Compliance with this 
Change ſo neceſſary, that it had been no Church 
_— 5 

The Second Canon does only acknowledge the 


King's Supremacy, and vindicate it by her 9 
e b but 


the Being of the Church depend upon it. If a 
Change in the State, or the Deprivation of 3 or 4 
Biſhops did ſo much affect the Church, we might 


have expected ſome Rule or Command about ſo 
important a Matter, becauſe ſuch an Aſſertion 
| tends to infinite Diviſions ; but Peace and Onity 


are often commanded, and very much recom- 


mended in Holy Scripture; If it be poſſible, as much 
as lieth in you, live peaceably nith all Men, Rom. 


— = * 
This is the principal Thing, to which little 


Scruples or Things of leſs Moment ſhould give 


Place: Certainly, we ought not to take away 


all poſſibility of Living in Peace, and to contend 
wot for the true Faith, but for an impracticable 
Motion. St. Paul gives Advice quite contrary in 


a parallel Caſe, and we might as well expect his 


Account, if it had been neceſſary. 


Chriſt and the Church are compar'd to a mar- 
Tied State, the Bond whereof is Sacred to the 


| utmoſt Degree; the Husband is the Head of 
the Wife, as Chriſt is the Head of the Church: 

The Prince is Head of the Church in a much in- 
feriour Reſpect, but the Hus band is ſol: Head 


of the Wife; yet here is the Apoſile's advice, I 


e unbelieving depart, let him depart, « Brother or 


a Siſter is not in Bondage in ſuch Caſes; but God 


hath called us to peace, i Cor. 7.15, 
King Milliam had Reaſon to believe, that a 


Trick was to be put upon him, to fruſtrate his 


Fucceſſion, 2s well as a Yoke upon us, to ruin 
—— Wo "AE 7 Ä 


but cannot determine the Succeſſion, nor make 


Advice or a Command on a publick as a private 


TW; 
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„ 3 
our Poſterity, yet he only delign'd to ſer Things 
upon their right Bottom But if K. Jazzes wou'd 
rather depart and Abdicate his Government; 
how cou'd the Church help it? What is it to 
the Church, but a bleſſing, that we may pray 


for King GEORGE and His Royal Family. 
hy ſhou'd not we pray for thele Princes whom 
God hath Exalted by his Providence? Unleſs 
it had been there forbidden, or expresſly ſaid you 


ſhall not pray for, nor acknowledge them as ſuch. 
And ſreing allmighty God (in great Mer- 


: cy to his People, the Brizr/þ Nation) hath 


TW: 
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ſent a WISE and JUST King to Rule 


over us, and preſerv'id to us a Royal and 


Piow Family, that is a preſent, and will be, a 
future bleſſing to US, our Poſterity and Nation, 
why ſhould we not Sincerely and Heartily pray 
for ſuch an iveſtimable Bleſſing, and give all pol- 


fible Praiſe to God. Hear what the Pſalmiſt ſays, 
Promotion cometh neither from the Eaſt, nor from 


the Weſt, nor from the South. But God is the 


Judge: be putteth down one, and ſetteth up ano- 
ther, Pal. 75. v. 6. 7. And who ſhall ſay unto 


| the Moſt High, what doſt thou. What has the 
Church to do, but to pray for Kings and all that 
are in Authority? Ay, but be ſure you pray 


for the Right King, who is deſcended from 


Adam in the Rigbt Line, of Royal Blood. Not a 
word of that, but pray for Thoſe that are in Au- 
 thority, that ye may lead a quiet and peaceable 


fe 


We may Obſerve 2). The Canon ſays not, 


He « Excommunicated. but let him be, &c. The 


- Canon 


(36) 


Canon it ſelf Excommunicates none, but ſop- 


poles it muſt be done in Legal Form, by a Per. 


ſon in Authority, and it is only meant of frgle 
Perſons writing or ſpeaking. againſt the King's 
 GCupremacy. I do not find any Perſon to have 


been Excommunicated in any Dioceſs, no not 
by the Pope himſelf, upon this occaſion. It 
cannot be done by this Canon. For K. William 
was, and K. George is that Prince, in whoſe be. 
half this Canon can now rightly be applyed; 


He is certainly Xing of Great Britain, and a 
Member of the Church of England. But how 

_ cou'd the late K. James, or any Papiſt be Head 

bol that Chyrch, whereof he is no Member? Or 
| How can Szpremacy belong to Him, who owns 
it to belong to Another? It is more probable, 
that the Charch of England wanted a Head for 


almoſt four Years, which put her into ſo great 
Convulſions: And to be ſure ſhe had quite ex- 


pir'd, if ſhe had not been by a wonderful Pro- 


vidence preſerv'd and ſeaſorably delivered. 
Therefore Mr. Howel's Aſſertion, that the 
Rev:lautionifſts and Complyers were excommuni- 


cated, proves him to be a Jeſuitical Incendiary ; 


for I cannot ſuppoſe him to be ignorant, thet, 
no ſuch thing has been, nor can be done. But 


let him look to himſeif ; For the Canon is 
turn'd againſt him, and joyns with the Statnte 


Lew againſt every Popiſh Pretender. 
I hall here add the Opinion of the late wor- 


thy Arch-Biſhop Sharp, taken out of his Sermon 


preached at St. Gies in the Fields, London, 
1691, This learned Divine had then obſerv'd 


 thefe 
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| theſe Men, who are the true Schiſmaticks, ſepa- 


rating from the Church, becauſe they were diſaf. 
tected to the Government. I ſhall not repeat the 


whole, but the latter part of his diſcourſe upon 


this Subject. 2 
« But farther, I wiſh theſe Perſons wou'd 


© confider what an unacconntable humour it is, 


to make a Rent and Schiſa in tlie Church, 


© upon a meer point of State. Great Revolu- 
tions have happen d in all ages and in all 


Countries, and we have frequent inſtances of 


them in Story. But I believe it will not be 

_ © eaſily found, that ever any Chriſtians ſepara- 

ted from the Church upon account of them, 
Still they kept unanimouſly to their Doctrine 


and their Worſhip, and never concern d them- 


_ © ſelves farther in the turns of State Chow great 


* ſoever they were) than peaceably to ſubmit to 


the Powers in being, and heartily to pray to God 


to proſper their Government, and dirett all 
* their Affairs, that all their Subjects might live 


© quiet and peaceabfe Lives under them in all 
| © Godlineſs and Honeſty, 


* But when in a Revolution, a Prince was 
* advanc'd to the Throne, that they look'd upon 


to be a Good Man and an encourager of true 
© Religion, in that Caſe they did not only rea- 


* dily ſubmit to him, but acknowledg'd it as 


© the great Bleſſing of God to them, that he had 
rais d up ſuch a Man to Rule over them. This 
© was the Notion, and this was the practice of 


the Primitive Chriſtians, as to this matter, 
* 1 may indeed ſay of the Chriſtians in all Ages, 
| : | , 2 
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and whatſoever you have heard to the con- 
* trary, I doubt not to ſay, that this is the ve- 
ry Doctrine of the Church of England. 

* Let me therefore exhort all of you to be fol- 


© lowersof Peace, to promote Publick Unity and 
Concord as much as poſſible; to ſtudy to be 
quiet and mind your own Buſineſs, to be 
© more concern'd for your Country and Nation, 


than the Intereſt of any ſingle Man in it, hear- 


til to ſubmit to the Government, and not 
only fo, but to thank God for the Bing. 
you enjoy under it, and moi? heartily to pray 
* for the continnance of them; laſtly, never to 
< eſpouſe any Party or Fact ion againſt the Go- 


© verament, nor ever to be driven away from 


© the Communion of the Church, of which you 
© have always profeſs your ſelves Members, 
| © by any of the pretences, which ſome warm 

J 
It is certainly a principal Duty to ſtudy Pee, 
but how contrary to this Doctrine is the Spirit 
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of ſome amongſt us? The Church it ſelf is divi- 
ded, betrayed by her own Children, who con- 


| ſpire to bring her into Bondage, into the Babi- 


 toniſh Captivity. When the Church has eſcap'd 


the Battering Ram, it malt be either undermin'd 
or thunder'd upon, We cannot avoid an emi- 
nent danger, nor accept of Deliverance, but 
we are accounted Scbiſmaticks, When Heaven 
demands our Thanks, we are threatned with 
Fire from Heaven. The molt glorious reformed 


| Charch is faid to be excommunicated and a {mall 


* „ 


Number pretend to be the true Church of Eng- 
* ED land; 


19th of the 39. Articles. 


land ; but that is as much as to ſay, the Foot 
is the whole Body, and a Man is no Man, be- 


_ cauſe he is depriv'd of a rotten Limb. | 
In order to fatisfy thoſe that mean Well, but 
are too ſcrupulous or prejudic'd, I ſhall ſet down 


an Obſervation, which I think on any other 


account not neceſſary. It is this, The ancient 


Laws of England determine, that when a King 
is poſſeſsd of the Throne, and acknowledg'd by 


the Eſtates, his Right is not to be queſtioned, 
The Author of the Annals of Queen Elizaberb, 


tranſlated out of French by Abraham Darcy, and 


dedicated to King James, I. ſays, * That in the 


* ſecond Year of her Reign, there were fome, 
© who drew againſt her Majeſty molt dangerous 


* inveQives and concluſions, as it ſhe had not | 
| © been lawful Queen, altho' the Laws of Exg- 


land many years before determin'd, Que le Con- 


That the Crown once poſſeſs d, cleareth, and 
« purifyeth all manner of defaults, and imper= 


Wee cannot find, but this is the Doctrine of 
the Church of England, as to the concern of the 


Church, which does not determine us, any 
more than the Scripture does, in matters of State, 
except to live peaceably, as much as poſlible, 
There is a definition of a true Church, in the 


© The Viſible Church is a Congregation of farb. 


| * ful Men, in which the pure Word of God i preach- 
| > * ed, and the Sacraments duely adminiſtred accor- 
| * ding toChriſt's Ordinance, in all things that 


of meceſſity are requiſite to the ſame. The 


The Viſible Chxrch is the ſame ſtill. The 
Mord is now preached, and the Sacraments ad- 


miniſtred as before. If any thing in Civil Go- 
 wernment had been neceſſary to the Exiſtence of 
the Church, it ſhou'd not have been omitted: 
The Non- jurors account it a matter of the high- | 
eſt importance, which they pretend is wanting 


in the Church; Upon which account they re- 


their Brethrex ; they had rather be preſent at 
| Ave-Maries and the Worſhip of Saints, than com- 


of Xing, than our Bleſſed Saviour, than 
the Grace of the Holy Spirit. Let them confi - 


ſuffer Martyrdom. I know no reaſon for Chriſ- 
tans to dye Martyrs to any man's humour and 


pleaſure, | 


I — An fruckemnrby 


proach their Mother, and uncharitably condemn 


municate with us. Let them conſider, whether 

this is not as much as to ſay, A Popiſþ Prince, 

the Bleſſed Virgin, and other Saints, are of 

- conſequence to the Church, than the 
A 


der, whether a Prateſtant Church would be more 
viſible with, and cou'd not exiſt without that 
Prince, who was obliged and prepar d to deſtroy 
Her. Let chem conſider, whether they are not | 
the pon Schiſmaticks, who ſeparate from the 
Church, whole Doctrine they believe, whoſe }, 
Articlet they have ſubſcrib'd to, and yet will 
not be determia'd by them | 
How unreaſonable is it, that the Church ſhould 
ſtand upon this one Point: An exact Deſcent of | 
Regal Succeſſion; that we ſhou'd be accuſed, | 
becauſe we adhere toa Parliamentary Settlement, 
which is the moſt wholſome Law of our Country? 
But they ſay, we muſt rather let in Popery and 


bs 


pleaſure, nor can any Prince have ſo great 4 


Prerogative We ought to Honour, not Idolite 
the King. But if we let the Church go down and 


then our ſelves ſuffer for Religion, when we 


might hgve prevented both; when we have 
Laws on our fide, which we ate obliged to e- 


fend, and ought not to reit; then we ſhou'd 


deſerve thoſe curſes which our Adverſaries ſo 


liberally beſtow upon us. They ſay, if we 


ſhou'd dye Martyrs in our Schiſm, it wou'd do 
us no ſervice, but certainly rather in the other 


_ Caſe Martrdot# wou d entitle us to no reward, 
but to anſwer for the miſchiefs, that wou'd fall 
upon our Poſterity, and for the abominations, 
that wou'd be ſet up in our Churches. | 
Surely the main buſineſs of Religion is to 
follow our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in his Doctrine 
and ſuitable Praftice, in Charity, Concord and 
| Obediente to the Powers in Being, rather than to 


follow any particular Perſons or Opinions. And 


| ſince Changes of State have frequently happn'd, 
ct only by Permiſſion, butalſo by the aſſiſtance 
of Divine Providence; It is impoſſible, as well 
as unneceſlary, that the validity of Divine Ser- 


vice ſhould depend upon the Inſtability of hu- 
man Aﬀairs, or conſiſt in any Perſon's analtera- 
ble Right to Govern, either in Church or State. 


The New Seditious Doctrine is altogether in- 
conſiſtent with Reaſon of State and with it ſelf. 
It does in ſome ſence place the King above our 
Saviour, and below his Miniſters. For if the 
King cannot deprive Biſhops,that are diſaffected 
td him, he is not Supreme nor Secure. But if 


G the 


conſequence, than the Conſecrat ion it ſelf, And 


if a change of Government happn'd®ard the 
Biſhops were all of one mind, there wou'd be 
no true Church at all. So it might have been 
in Queen Elizabeth Reign. For all the Biſbops 
were depriv'd, being then only fourteen, be- 
fides Dr. Heath, Arch-Biſhop of York, 
Some were Impriſon'd and ſome fled beyond 
Sea; but none of them pretended, that they 
could not be depriv'd, nor did contend againſt 
Queen Elizabeth on any other account, than of 
| ſeparation from the Church of Rome, which 
had firſt ſeparated from the Primitive Church, 
and to which Exgland return'd by the Reforma- 


tion. The Papiſts themfelves did not alledge, 


now. But the total Deprivation by Q. Elizabeth, 


gave them occafion to report, that the Church 
of England aſter that had no true Biſhops, for 


want of Epiſcopal Ordination. And ſo it might 


have happa'd, if there had not been left ſome. 


Proteſtant Biſhops, who had reform'd from Po- 
pery in Edward the 6th, time, and fled beyond 


Sea in Queen Mary's Reign. They were only | 
four, Barlow, Scory, Coverdale and Hodskins, 


who confecrated Arch Biſhop Parker, and o- 


ther Biſhops. Dr. Parker was conſecrated by 
CE e them 


e Being of a True Church depends on the 
Qualification of the Prince, then the Prince acts 
the Superiour part; Becauſe his appointment of 
a Perſon to be conſecrated a Biſbop, is of greater 


that we had no true Biſhops, becauſe the Spre- 
maey was transferr'd from the Pope, to K. Henry 
8th, when they had more Reaſon than we have 
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that, when God 
the Church muſt fall, (in their Imagination) 
tho' it is really preſerved by that Change. A 
worſe Conſequence may be, (if a the Biſbops 
were of that Opinion) | 
_ would really fall into the ſame Caſe, which the 
 Paopifts falſly charge her with, or elſe muſt re- 
turn to Popery, which ſcems to be the Deſign 
Nos on foot. 3 3 


(43) 1 
them in the Chappel at Lambeth, and the Ori- 
ginal Inſtrument of this Conſecration is in the = 


Library of Corpus. Chriſti College in Cambridge. 


I mention this, to confute at once both the 


Papiſts and their Jacobite Friends and Adberents - 


The former ſay, the Church of Exgland is no 


Charch, for want of Apoſtolick Conſecration; 


and the latter ſay, It is no Church, tho it have 
Aßpoſtoliclt Conſecration, which is the greater 
Abſurdity. of 7 5 


For the Conſequence of this Opinion will be, 
permits a Change in the State, 


that is, the Church 


But if any of our Adverſaries, the Jacobites 
and Nonjurors, have a better Meaning, and act 


upon a Principle of Conſcience (if that's poſſi- 
ble), they ſhould promote Peace in the Church, 


after the Example of Archbiſbop Heath afore - 
ſaid. * He was moderate, and free from vio- 
© lent Extreams ; yet he could not be prevail'd 
© upon to take the Oath of Supremacy, which 


made him be depriv'd by Queen Elizabeth, as 
© he had been before in King Edward the 6th's 
_ © Reign ; whereupon he went to his own Seat 
© at Cobham in Surry, where he ſpent his Old 


Age in a ſtudious and religious manner, free 
SOR —ñ—B from 
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© himſelf rather eas'd than depos'd, and like an- 
other Abiathar, ſent home by Solomon to his 
* own Field ; he found in his Retirement the 
Fruits of his Moderation, abounding in all 
Neceſſaries, and receiv'd frequent Viſits from 


= Queen Elizabeth, who was ſatisfied, that he 1 
E ac ed from a Principle of Conſcience, . Collier's 


Di#iogary. 


But if all the Biſhops ſhould flee from one 


City to another, and ſrom one Kingdom to a- 
nother, they have not the ſame reaſon now, as 


In the primitive Times. The Chriſtian Religion 
flouritheth in their own Country, their Com- 
miſſion extends no farther, and they would no 


where be better protected, if they did but ſub- 


mit to the Power in Being; and why ſhould 


they not be ſubject to the Prince that ſaves 


be n, rather than run into Deſtruction? Per- 


haps they ſay, God will preſerve his Church, 


and we myſt wait his time: I grant it. But 
muſt we expect Miracles, to deliver us from 
Egyptian Bondage Muſt we now expect an 4nu- | 
gel to deſtroy our Enemies, or a Voice from | 


Heaven to reform them ? Why ſhould we look 


for, or expect a Miracle, to undo the Work of 
Providence, which has ſav'd us by a Deliverance, 
next to a Miracle ? If ſore Biſhops and infe- 
 Tiour Mipiſters, with ſome People, ſhould flee 
unto ſome (as yet) unknown Parts of the 
World, and there ſet up a Church; Would 
they not chooſe a Supreme, and would they not 
think that to be a true Church? But were it 
CCC 
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* from Faction and Re verge. There he ſound 


could not avoid acting contrary to the Laws and 
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not better to accept the Supreme that God hath 
ſet up, and comply with the neceſſary Means, 


whereby they may enjoy their own country 
and Religion, already by Law eſtabliſhed 2 The 


q other Project would be wnqcconntable and unrea- 
 ſonable ;, and the Method inpracticable, and an 


unneceſſary Temptation of Providence. 

I have lately ſeen an Abſtract ff Dr. Hicks's 
Book, and that is too much for any one to read 
without loſs of Time. I can ſcarcely believe 


it was his. I took him to be a Man of Learn- 


ing, and bleſs'd with the meek and holy Spirit 


of Chriſtianity. But this Book is a Collection 
of Envy, Malice, Hatred, and all Uncharizable- 


eſs, It ſeems to be ſome Jeſuits Brat, and Fa- 
ther'd upon the deceas'd Doctor. Nor did ever 
Jeſaitical Brain produce ſuch extravagant No- 


tions. He could eaſily digeſt Ave-Maries and 
Prayers to Saints. He goes beyond Popery, ſets 
| Biſhops above Princes, and calls them their Spi- 
ritual Subjetts. He ſays, that the chief ſpiritual 
| Magiſtrates cannot be depriv'd by their ſpiritual 
 Inferiours, and have by their Commiſſion a power 
to act, as he ſuppoſes the Apoſiles did, nat only © 
without, but expreſly again@ the Laws and Conſent 
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be poſler had indeed a Divine Commiſſion, 


and ſo have their Succeſſors. But their Com- 


miſſion was not directly, but accidentally, and as 
little as poſſible againſt human Laws. Ic was 
not their Buſineſs to oppoſe the State, but to 
preach the Goſpel with Meekneſs. Where they 


Cuſtoms 
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Caſtows of any Country, the Neceſſity of a 


Change in Religion, gave them Licence, and 


Evidences of Divine Power aſſiſted them. They 
neither denied the power of the Law, nor reſus'd 


the Benefit of it. They were willing to ſuffer 


according to Law, but not contrary to it, as I 
obſerv'd befpre, in the Example of St. Paul. 


They acknowledged the Authority of the Ma- 
giſtrate, and were careful not to offend, as, their 
Maſter was to pay Tribute to Cæſar. 1 


contrary to Law, there is now the ſame Power 


to defend it; becauſe then the Law was againſt 
Chriſtianity, now Chriſtianity is eſtabliſo d by Law, 
and we may thank God, there is now no need 
to oppoſe the Law; but there is now need to 

defend it, and for that we may thank our Ene- 
mies. But if they did not oppoſe the Jewiſh 
or Heathen Laws, much leſs ought we to oppoſe = 

Chriſtian Laws, and much more reaſon we have 

to preſerve them. After St. Paul had preached 

many Years, he ſaid to the Roman Governour 


Feſtas, (contrary to our new Doctrine) Weither 


- againit the Law of the Jews, neither ag aint tbe 
Temple, vor yet againi# Czlar, have I offended 
any thing at all, Acts xxv. 8, His Judges were 
of the ſame Opinion; and altho' Feſtas was 
willing co pleaſure the Fews, (St. Paul's mali- 
cious Enemies) yet having heard his Defence, 
he agrees with King Agrippa, ſaying, This Man 
doth nothing worthy of Death, or of Bonds, Acts 


xXxvi. 31. 


What ſoever Power the Apoſtle- had to act 


757 ̃ ̃——: 


Now 


ment. It was indeed expedient to encourage 
Learning, and let the Elders that rule well, be 
accounted worthy of double Honour. But then 
they are obliged to the State tor theſe Hononre 
and Advantages, as well as for their Protection; 
not entitled to any power oppoſite to the State; 
and They themſelves (as Biſhops) are included 
in the Command, Let every Soul be Subject to 
Wl "Þ _ wt nd 


to the Church, nor to determine Affairs of State. 
For. who made them Rulers and Judges in theſe 
„ Matters? But as the State may preſerve itlelf, 
fo it may remove its Adverſaries, without any 
i Detriment to the Church. Whatſoever the 4- 
 poſiles might do in their Circumſtances, the 
_ Caſe is now alter'd on divers accounts; and one 
of them is, It cannot be v0 ſaid, that the La» 


l am ſorry to ſpeak with fo much Freedom 

concerning the moſt Reverend Eprſcopal Order; 

but I am more ſorry my Country has ſo much 
Occaſion for all that can be ſaid or done in its 


nn 
Now, the Biſbop of our Church have greater 
Power, Honour, and other Advantages, than they 


could claim upon the foot of the Apoſiolick Com- 


miſſion. But this is to be imputed to a better 
Settlement of the Church and the Legal Eftabliſh- 


In Church-Affairs, the Biſhops have a diſlin# 


Power, how great, I ſhall not pretend to de- 
termine; but ſure the Keys of the Church were 

not intended to open the Gates of cities, nor 
| betray à Nation to a Foreign Power, nor to de- 


prive Men of their Rights, nor to Jet in Rain 


bourers are fem, © 


Defence, 
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Defente, and I deſire to ſpeak no more than is 


agreeable to Reaſon and Truth. 


If Il have ſpoken too ffeely of Government, 1 
am willing to abide by its cegſare. If I have 


faid any thing wrong, I am very willing to re- 
tract it, when I ſee a ſufficient Reaſon ſo to do. 


or eZ any thing contrary to the true [zterei? of 


my King, my Country, and the Liberty of Free- 


. Gora Britons, - © 


I deſign not to deceive, but andeceive my 


Countrymen, and defire them to take Notice, 


H they have been deceived by falſe Inſinua- 


tions, and led into an ill Opinion of rhoſe truly 


Valiant Generals, Noble Stateſmen, and other 
Worthy Inſtruments, under Providence, of our 
Freedom from Slavery; and have deliverd us 
from a Foreign Toke, and from the worſe Bon- 
dage of Popery, But ſome would return to 


Egypt, and theſe virulent Incendiaries murmur 
at our Legiſſature, becauſe they have excluded 


* Popery (it I may yet ſay, it is eFectualliy excluded), 
They have been monſtrouſly abuſed, ſuſpefed, 


traduced, accounted Rebels, Schiſmaticks, Enemies 


of the Church, who have been the only happy 


Inſlruments to ſave the Church from the real 
Danger. 5 3 


I am as High as any Man for the Church of 


England by Lam eſtabliſhed, and for its Doctrine 


of Paſſive - Obedience, that is, to the King in 
Con junction with the Law ; and they ought to 


be united: Upon which account, our Law 
faith, 7he King cen do no Wrovg. But without 


j But can never be perſwaded wittingly to ſpeak 


the 


LICK SAFETY. d 1 
End, there had been no Rulers to obey, no 
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the Law certainly Paſſive-Obedience is to be un- 


derſtood in a limited Sence, and I contend fot 


#0 other Limitation, than what is neceſſary to 
the ſame End, for which Obedience and Rulers 
themſelves are neceſſary, and from which they 
receive their very Being, namely, The PUB- 
If it had not been ſor this 


Princes by Birth, no Diſtinctions among Men: 


Why then ſhould they be ſet at nought, which 


have rais'd Men to ſo great Honour? Why 


ſhould not the Public Good be as much re. 
garded and ſecured as its Offspring, viz. Rulers 


and Obedience 2 I appeal to any Man, whether 


he doth not think, that it Man had not fallen 

from a State of Innocency, there had been ro 

Rulers at all, For the Law is not made for 4 
rigbieous Man, but for the Lail:ſ5 and Diſobe- 
dient, for the Ongodly and for Sinners, for Un- 


holy and Profane, &c. 1 Tim. i. 9. It was Sin 


that made Government zece//ary. Univerſal 
RNedtitude of Mind needs no Reſtraint, no Rules 
nor Precepts of Good-Living. As where there 
10 Law, there is no [ranſereſſton ; ſo where 
there is no Tranlgreſſion, there is no need of 
Law. And as Rulers are not 4 Terronr to giod 


Works, but to the evil ; ſo where there are no 


Evil-doers; and all do well: there is no place 


for Praiſe, or Puniſhment. In this State, the 


Magiſtrate would bear the Sword in vain, and be 
himſelf of no uſe ; but as the Caſe ſtands now, 


Do well, and thou ſhalt have praiſe of the ſame. 
Therefore ſince by reaſon of Sin the Good of 
1 VP 


Nankind requires the Magiſtrate, we may ex- 
pect to be better, not worſe by him. The P#b- 

lick Good is the Principal thing, and he & the 

Miniſter of God to thee for Good. 5 


I ihall add, one other Obſervation, in order 
to undeceive my Countrymen: That our Ad- 


verlaries the Paſſive-Obedience Jacobires, both 
ſtrain and reſtrain the Doctrine of Paſſzve Obe- 


 dience, juſt to fit their Own Purpoſe ; they hoid 
the Royal Prerog ative and the Peoples Intereſt at 


even weight, and put their own Party Inte- 
reſt, or Private Advantage into either Scale, 
as they have occafion to ſerve their own Turn. 

They make uſe of both the Higher Power and 
 Taferiour Privilege to ruin us; whereas both 


were ordain'd for, and ought to give way to, 


not to reßſt, but accept a Standing Army inſtead 


of a Parliament; not to ſpeak a Word againſt 


a Popiſh Prince and a Popiſh Conneel, that were 


forming a Popiſh Army; now the People are 
taught to revile a Proteſtant King, who would 


keep his Parliament, that he may diaband his 


Army. Once the People were taught to give 
up ALL to Popery and Arbitrary Power 5 now 
they are taught to inſiſt rigorouſly upon the 


Triennial AF, againſt the Judgment of a moſt 
Equit able Prince, and a Proteflant Parliament, 


vdo ſtudy to preferve Thee and the Proteſters 


Re ligion. 


the Publick Good. Once a Standing Army was 

_ excuſable, when there was no need of i;; now 
when there is need of an Army, we are full of 
Reaſons againit it. Once the People were told, 


By 


Pp 


17* 


> 


C 


* 


1» 


by it. 


FO. _ 
By this New Law, the Prerogative yielded 
to the People for the Advantage of frequent 
Parliaments, and what is there loſt by continu- 


ing the preſent Parliament ? Nothing of the In- 
tention of that Act, but rather more is gain'd 
But, they ſay, the Members were only 


choſen for three Nears, and the People want the 
Benefit of an Election. Now they take great Care 


of the People! the poor People ] poor enough like 
to have been. But, are the Members elected only 
ſor Election's ſake? Is a Circumſtance of Time, 
the Security of a Kingdom ? Do not the People 


commit to their 121 a Diſcretionary 
Power of acting for the Common Intereſt, for 


the Main Chance? And is it not their main Bu- 
ſineſs to conſult and provide for the Pablick 
Safety? The end of Laws imports, that they 
ſhould be preſerv'd in general, and we are bound 
to defend them; yet particular Laws may be 
alter'd, as Circumſtances alter, which could not 


be foreſeen, There may be ſometimes as much 


need to alter, as to make a Law, No Law in- 


deed ought raſhly or eaſily to be ſet aſide; yet 


according to common Reaſoo, and the practice 
of Mankind, no Law ought to be ſtrain d and 
unlimited, but that a ſafe part may be acted, It 
may rather happen upon a Publick Account, 
what ought lels to be admitted, Summum Jus 


rr EE: 
Plutarch informs us, That Marcur was cho - 
* fen Conſul of the Romans the ſecond time, not · 
* withſtariding it was directly againſt the Law, 


* which expreſiy * Man to be choſen 


being 
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* being abſent, and until a certain time had paſt 
between; thereupon ſome oppoſed his Elec- 


(tion, but the People anſwer'd, This was not 


© the firſt time the Law had given place to the | 
* Benefit of the Common Wealth, &c. Life of | 


Afar iur. 


The ſame Author reports, That Epaminon- 


d the Theban General, having held his Com- 


miſſion four Months longer than the time ap- 


pointed by Law, was accuſed for it, and ho- 
_ © nourably acquitted, altho' this Law puniſhed 
with Death, the breaker of it. Life of Epa- 


minondas. 


. 


Mepos faith, © That Epaminondas knowing, | 
that this Law was made for the Good of the 


* Conmmon-Wealth, would not have it turd to 


its Ruin, and kept his Commiſſion 4 Months 


* longer than the People had commanded. 


In the former Example, the People over-rul'd 
the Law; in the latter, a ſingle Perſon diſobey'd 


the Law, and the expreſs Order of the State. 


Why may not the Legiſlative Power of Great- 


Britain do as much? 


But the Suſpenſion of the Trienni al AF is ſaid 
to be effected, by the Influence of the Miniſters . 
of State, to eſtabliſh and ſecure themſelves, or to 
effect ſome il Deſign. But who can better judge 
what is neceſſary, than the Legiſſature? We 


have too much reaſon to believe, that thoſe Mi- 
niſters would not ſuffer alone, if another Party 
ſhould prevail. Can the Legiſſature only be con- 
cern'd for the Miniſters of State? We have leſs 
reaſon to think ſo Nov, than at another * 
WC Nas 
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Was not the Suſpenſion of the Habeas Corps Ad 


and the raiſing of Forces, exclaim'd againſt? 


when thoſe, who moſt exclaim'd, knew beſt, 


| What occaſion there was for them. The Miniſters 
may ſuffer, if they deſerve, as well after ſezes, 


as after three Years ; but I do not ſee what they 


have deſerved to ſuffer for, unleſs it be for their 


vigorows Endeavour, to ſecure both the Church 


and State by the Proteſtant Succeſſion. 


They are ſuſpected to have ſomething to do, 


which will not be acceptable to a New Parlia- 


So” ment, nor ſtand the Tei of the Nation. Why 
| ſhould they be ſuſpected, who have always act- 


| ed for the public Good, and have yet, made no 

' Attempts of i/ Conſequence ? Perhaps it already 
appears, what they had to do, viz. To let the 

World fee we are Safe, and to bring about an 


Alliance which may confirm our Security with- 


ont Expence, and bring in to us, other Advan- 
tages. JJ 


I know ſome are ready to ſay, another way 


had been better; for themſelves perhaps a lit- 
tle while. But I hope all truly Loyal Briton- 
will ſay, That the public Good conſiſts in our 
Laws and Conſtitution, by which we are and 


hope to be for ever a Free People, and have our 
Holy Religion preſerved to us. I doubt not, 


ſome well-meaning Gentlemen would be of the 
fame Mind, concerning the preſent Government, 
and the Triennial AG in particular, if laying a- 


fide a Party- Inter eſt. and ſome other Inferiour 


Ends, they would chiefly aim at the Peblick 
Welfare, © | i | 


It 


5 1 
Te is a wonderful thing, that a Nation cannot 


our Evils, having corrupted many well-mean- 
Ing People, by pretences of Conſcience and feig- 
ned Dangers of the Church, for the Advantage of 


Popery. But I doubt not, that as we have had 
cauſe to be awak'd by the Diſcovery and Diſ- 
appointment of their pernicious De ſigns; fo 
we ſhall better know, by Experience of his 
| Majeſty's Adminiſtration, that the Security of 
our Church and Nation ſtands firm in the Prote- 
ſlant Succeſſion, by the Aſſiſtance of the ſame 
good Providence, which hath hitherto proſper'd 


that Glorious Work, © 


Society 


ſelves and preſerve their Laws, ought to pre- 
ſerve true Religion, eſpecially being eſtabliſh'd 


by Law, and not ſuffer a corrupt Religion to 
take place; ought to take care of Poſterity, and 
deliver their Country to them, as they received 
it from their Fore-Fathers, altho it happen ta 
be againſt the Prince Will, who can claim no 
other Power or Prerogative than what was by 

the Laws and ancient Uſage deliver'd down to 
him. This I have proy'd from the Law of Va- 
| — ture, 


ſecure itſelf, but ic muſt be charged (for ſo do- 
ing) with the higheſt Crimes, and that a few 
| heady ſelf-intereſted Men ſhould undermine 
thoſe Fences; which the Miſdom and Power of 
the Nation have been ſetting up for almoſt thir- 
ty Years. I ſay a few Perſons are the Cauſe of 


The ſum of the whole Argument is, That a 
of Men is not obliged to let in Ruin to 
themſelves, nor to let go their Liberty, their þ 
Rights and Properties, but may defend them- 


grant this to be a difficult Point, the Number 


TW) 5 
ture, the Original Nature, and End of Gove | 
ment. That the general Rule of Obedience is 


to be underſtood with Limitation ; as with 


Children towards Parents; ſo with Szbje@s to- 
wards Princes; ſo as to admit of Self- Defence. 
That a Revolution or Change in the Govern- 
ment, founded upon NECESSITY, is not 


Criminal, and being remarkably Providential, 


is as much of Divine Appoint ment as any other, | 


and more than an unjuſt Government. That a 
legal Government is moſt of all the Ordinance of 
' God. That according to the La and Cuſtoms 
of Exgland, Laws once made, ſtand good, tho 
! thePrince's Title was not exact in a Lineal or 

Hereditary Succeſſion. That no Hereditary Title 


hath the perfection of Deſcent from the begin- 


ging, and that an Ad of Parliament is the moſt 
Certain Title and Beſt Settlement. That the 

Proteſtant Succeſſion was in the utmoſt Degree, 

LAWFUL and NECESSARY. Thathis 

oO _ preſent Majeſty King GEORGE is the firſt Her 

ie „in Hereditary Right, that is capable by Law io 


govern theſe Kingdoms. That Princes have an 


Authority over their Subjects in Matters Ecele- 
feeftical';, yet the Being of a true Church doth not 
depend on the State, nor conſiſt in an analteralle 
; © Sauccefſjon of Princes; no ſuch thing is found in 
 CGeripture, nor in the Doctrine of the Church of 
England, which we account the beſt Interpreter 
of Holy Scripture, 3 7 


Now, I believe we have the better fide of the 
Queſtion, as well as the greateſt Number. But 


equal, 
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, the Arguments equally ſtrong on both i 

es, and both Sides think themſelves to bo 

” inthe Right, as it is generally in all Diſputes; 

| ſappoſe equal Forces were drawn cut, to decide 
by Dint of Argument, or perhaps by Dint of 


Sword, whether King GEORGE is vightſut | 
King or not, whether our Obedience to him, or 


the Nonjurors Diſobedience, is more juſt, would 


not this Caſe appear very dubious, and threaten 


Can Salvation it ſelf depen 


end the God of Love and Peace ſhall be with yon, 
| I Cor. xiii 11. : 838 88 


Ruin to both Parties ꝰ Yet it is not a Point of 
Faith, nor Eſſential to Religion: How then can 
the Being of a true Church depend upon it? 
d upon the Deciſion 
of ſuch a dubious Matter? No, ſurely ; who 


then could be ſaved ? But on ſuch accounts as | 
theſe, Charity ought to interpoſe, and unite ws 


in the Bond of Peace. Hime that is weak in Faith | 


receive you, but not to doubtful Diſputations. Rom. 


| xiv. 1. Therefore be not lile Children toſſed to and | 
Foo with every Wind of Doctrine; neither dote about 
Queſtions and Strifes of Words, whereof cometh 


Envy, Strife, Railings, evil Surmizings, perverſe 


Diſputings of Men of corrupt Minds, and deſtitute 


of the Truth : But be of one Mind, live in Peace, 


FINS. 
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